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Concluding observations of the Human Rights Commitee Japan
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32. The Committee notes with concern that the State party has not officially recognized the Ainu and
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the Ryukyu/Okinawa as indigenous peoples entitled to special rights and protection. (art. 27)

The State party should expressly recognize the Ainu and Ryukyu/Okinawa as indigenous peoples in
domestic legislation, adopt special measures to protect, preserve and promote their cultural heritage
and traditional way of life, and recognize their land rights. It should also provide adequate opportunities
for Ainu and Ryukyu/Okinawa children to receive instruction in or of their language and about their culture,

and include education on Ainu and Ryukyu/Okinawa culture and history in the regular curriculum.
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